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The son of a village nail maker, Joseph Bouchayer forged a new identity in Grenoble and left as his legacy a
thriving metalworking firm--Bouchayer et Viallet. His sons made this enterprise the dominant French
producer of pipelines for the hydroelectric industry before 1914. As the Bouchayers became grands
bourgeois, however, leisure, largesse, and individual prowess gradually displaced work, frugality, and family
ties as core values. Without imaginative entrepreneurship after 1930, the firm lost momentum and finally
terminated its century-old manufacturing operations in 1970.

In The Bouchayers of Grenoble and French Industrial Enterprise, 1850-1970, historian Robert J. Smith
explores a classic trajectory reminiscent of Thomas Mann's Buddenbrooks. Drawing on family papers and
business records spanning four generations, this narrative of the ascent of the Bouchayers and the eventual
decline of their firm illuminates the complex relationship between family and class in the formation of
modern industrial economies. Because France remained an essentially rural society until the twentieth
century, its industrial development depended heavily on peasants and artisans who entered the middle class
by founding family firms. An elusive thread in French history, the rise and fall of such firms reveals what
was at stake for individuals, families, and enterprise in the transition to modernity.
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From reader reviews:

John Bledsoe:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students as they are still students or the item for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
different personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't desire do
that. You must know how great and also important the book The Bouchayers of Grenoble and French
Industrial Enterprise, 1850--1970. All type of book can you see on many methods. You can look for the
internet solutions or other social media.

Irvin Ehlers:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their particular reader with their story
or even their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they write about the
information about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve
their proficiency in writing, they also doing some research before they write to their book. One of them is
this The Bouchayers of Grenoble and French Industrial Enterprise, 1850--1970.

Alex Tipton:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book mainly book entitled The
Bouchayers of Grenoble and French Industrial Enterprise, 1850--1970 your brain will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely might be your mind
friends. Imaging every word written in a guide then become one application form conclusion and explanation
in which maybe you never get just before. The The Bouchayers of Grenoble and French Industrial
Enterprise, 1850--1970 giving you one more experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving
you useful information for your better life on this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern at this
point is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a. Do
you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Estella Pierre:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as compared to can
satisfy your short time to read it because this all time you only find book that need more time to be go
through. The Bouchayers of Grenoble and French Industrial Enterprise, 1850--1970 can be your answer as it
can be read by an individual who have those short extra time problems.
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