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The term "Manifest Destiny" has traditionally been linked to U.S. westward expansion in the nineteenth
century, the desire to spread republican government, and racialist theories like Anglo-Saxonism. Y et few
people realize the degree to which Manifest Destiny and American republicanism relied on a deeply anti-
Catholic civil-religious discourse. John C. Pinheiro traces the rise to prominence of this discourse, beginning
in the 1820s and culminating in the Mexican-American War of 1846-1848.

Pinheiro begins with social reformer and Protestant evangelist Lyman Beecher, who was largely responsible
for synthesizing seemingly unrelated strands of religious, patriotic, expansionist, and political sentiment into
one universally understood argument about the future of the United States. When the overwhelmingly
Protestant United States went to war with Catholic Mexico, this "Beecherite Synthesis' provided Americans
with the most important means of defining their own identity, understanding Mexicans, and interpreting the
larger meaning of the war. Anti-Catholic rhetoric constituted an integral piece of nearly every major
argument for or against the war and was so universally accepted that recruiters, politicians, diplomats,
journalists, soldiers, evangelical activists, abolitionists, and pacifists used it. It was also, Pinheiro shows, the
primary tool used by American soldiers to interpret Mexico's culture. All this activity in turn reshaped the
anti-Catholic movement. Preachers could now use caricatures of Mexicansto illustrate Roman Catholic
depravity and nativists could point to Mexico as awarning about what Americawould be like if dominated
by Catholics.

Missionaries of Republicanism provides a critical new perspective on Manifest Destiny, American
republicanism, anti-Catholicism, and Mexican-American relations in the nineteenth century.
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From reader reviews:
Tim Simmons:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time? Y ep,
you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take
awander, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book eligible Missionaries
of Republicanism: A Religious History of the Mexican-American War (Religionin America)? Maybeit isto
become best activity for you. Y ou redlize beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can
better than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have various other opinion?

CatherineCrider:

Reading a publication can be one of alot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading
book and so. There are alot of reasons why people likeit. First reading areserve will give you alot of new
facts. When you read abook you will get new information simply because book is one of many ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especidly tale fantasy book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the
story how the personas do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When you read this
Missionaries of Republicanism: A Religious History of the Mexican-American War (Religion in America),
you may tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours reserve. Y our knowledge can inspire the
mediocre, make them reading a guide.

Ryan Brown:

The reason? Because this Missionaries of Republicanism: A Religious History of the Mexican-American
War (Religion in America) is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap it
but latter it will surprise you with the secret it inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author
who have write the book in such amazing way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining
means but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this
any more or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you alot of gains than the other book have
such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hold up having that
book? If I ended up you | will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Wanda Jacobsen:

Isit you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Missionaries of Republicanism: A Religious
History of the Mexican-American War (Religion in America) can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book
you know. Y ou are therefore out of date, spending your time by reading in this completely new erais
common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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