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Many think that sub-Saharan African architecture is little more than mud huts. Mud, yes--but certainly not
huts. Instead, these adobe buildings, many of them enormous, show sublime sculptural beauty, variety,
ingenuity, and originality. In the Sahal region of western Africa--Mali, Niger, Nigeria, Togo, Benin, Ghana,
and Burkina Faso--people have been constructing earthen buildings for centuries. But they remain unknown
to most of the Western world. Their plastic forms--from simple stairways, to ornamented domes, to complex
arches--are highlighted by subtle painting and intricate grillwork.
James Morris spent four months photographing these hidden jewels, from the great mosque at Djenne--the
largest mud building in the world--to small houses in remote animist communities. Butabu shows these
works as both aesthetic treasures and as architecture with contemporary relevance. These are no museum
pieces, but rather buildings that continue to be maintained and built, even as they are threatened by the
uncertainties of weather and the encroachment of Western technology.
Text by Suzanne Preston Blier covers the history of earthen architecture, the technology that creates it, and
the symbolism of its form.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Floyd:

The experience that you get from Butabu: Adobe Architecture of West Africa will be the more deep you
excavating the information that hide inside the words the more you get serious about reading it. It does not
mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Butabu: Adobe Architecture of West Africa giving you buzz
feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by anyone
who read this because the author of this book is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your
personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed
or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this kind of Butabu: Adobe Architecture of West
Africa instantly.

Diana Pearson:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a reserve you will get new information simply because book is one of a number of
ways to share the information or their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the story
how the character types do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to some others. When you
read this Butabu: Adobe Architecture of West Africa, you could tells your family, friends as well as soon
about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a book.

Sena Meyer:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Butabu: Adobe Architecture of West Africa,
you can enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang type is it?
Oh seriously its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Jerry Schooler:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Butabu: Adobe Architecture of West
Africa can be the solution, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are so out of date, spending your
spare time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the
others?
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