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Michel Houellebecq is France’s most famous and controversial living novelist. Since his first novel in 1994,
Houellebecq’s work has been called pornographic, racist, sexist, Islamophobic, and vulgar. His caricature
appeared on the cover of the French satirical weekly Charlie Hebdo on January 7, 2015, the day that Islamist
militants killed twelve people in an attack on their offices and also the day that his most recent novel,
Soumission—the story of France in 2022 under a Muslim president—appeared in bookstores. Without God
uses religion as a lens to examine how Houellebecq gives voice to the underside of the progressive ethos that
has animated French and Western social, political, and religious thought since the 1960s.

Focusing on Houellebecq’s complicated relationship with religion, Louis Betty shows that the novelist, who
is at best agnostic, “is a deeply and unavoidably religious writer.” In exploring the religious, theological, and
philosophical aspects of Houellebecq’s work, Betty situates the author within the broader context of a French
and Anglo-American history of ideas—ideas such as utopian socialism, the sociology of secularization, and
quantum physics. Materialism, Betty contends, is the true destroyer of human intimacy and spirituality in
Houellebecq’s work; the prevailing worldview it conveys is one of nihilism and hedonism in a postmodern,
post-Christian Europe. In Betty’s analysis, “materialist horror” emerges as a philosophical and aesthetic
concept that describes and amplifies contemporary moral and social decadence in Houellebecq’s fiction.
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From reader reviews:

Ian Ashlock:

Book is actually written, printed, or created for everything. You can know everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Close
to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A publication Without God: Michel Houellebecq and
Materialist Horror will make you to be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about
anything. But some of you think this open or reading a book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why
they can be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or acceptable book with you?

Keith Devine:

This Without God: Michel Houellebecq and Materialist Horror book is just not ordinary book, you have it
then the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is actually information inside
this guide incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper a person read a lot of
information you will get. That Without God: Michel Houellebecq and Materialist Horror without we know
teach the one who looking at it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't always be worry Without
God: Michel Houellebecq and Materialist Horror can bring if you are and not make your bag space or
bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Without
God: Michel Houellebecq and Materialist Horror having good arrangement in word along with layout, so
you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Martin Herrin:

The publication untitled Without God: Michel Houellebecq and Materialist Horror is the guide that
recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to a
person. The language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was
did a lot of analysis when write the book, therefore the information that they share for your requirements is
absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Without God: Michel Houellebecq and
Materialist Horror from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Ronald Meyers:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is written or printed or descriptive from each source this filled update of news. Within
this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just looking for the Without God: Michel Houellebecq and Materialist Horror when you desired it?
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