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Well before the creation of the United States, the Cherokee people administered their own social policy—a
form of what today might be called social welfare—based on matrilineal descent, egalitarian relations,
kinship obligations, and communal landholding. The ethic of gadugi, or work coordinated for the social
good, was at the heart of this system. Serving the Nation explores the role of such traditions in shaping the
alternative social welfare system of the Cherokee Nation, aswell as their influence on the U.S. government’s
social policies.

Faced with removal and civil war in the early and mid-nineteenth century, the Cherokee Nation asserted its
right to build institutions administered by Cherokee people, both as an affirmation of their national
sovereignty and as a community imperative. The Cherokee Nation protected and defended key features of its
traditional social service policy, extended socia welfare protections to those deemed Cherokee according to
citizenship laws, and modified its policies over time to continue fulfilling its people's expectations. Julie L.
Reed examines these policies alongside public health concerns, medical practices, and legidation defining
care and education for orphans, the mentally ill, the differently abled, the incarcerated, the sick, and the poor.

Changing federal and state policies and practices exacerbated divisions based on class, language, and
education, and challenged the ability of Cherokees individually and collectively to meet the social welfare
needs of their kin and communities. The Cherokee response led to more centralized national government
solutions for upholding social welfare and justice, as well asto the continuation of older cultural norms.

Offering insights gleaned from reconsidered and overlooked historical sources, this book enhances our
understanding of the history and workings of social welfare policy and services, not only in the Cherokee

Nation but also in the United States.

Serving the Nation is published in cooperation with the William P. Clements Center for Southwest Studies,
Southern Methodist University.
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From reader reviews:
Barbara Clarke:

The book Serving the Nation: Cherokee Sovereignty and Social Welfare, 1800-1907 (New Directionsin
Native American Studies Series) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the best thing like a book Serving the Nation: Cherokee
Sovereignty and Social Welfare, 1800-1907 (New Directionsin Native American Studies Series)? A humber
of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim which book can give many detailsfor us. Itis
absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you
may give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Serving the Nation: Cherokee Sovereignty
and Social Welfare, 1800-1907 (New Directions in Native American Studies Series) has simple shape
nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for you. Y ou can appear the enormous world by wide
open and read areserve. So it isvery wonderful.

Babby Griffin:

This Serving the Nation: Cherokee Sovereignty and Social Welfare, 1800-1907 (New Directions in Native
American Studies Series) book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the world isin your hands. The
benefit you receive by reading this book is actually information inside this publication incredible fresh, you
will get information which is getting deeper you read alot of information you will get. This particular
Serving the Nation: Cherokee Sovereignty and Social Welfare, 1800-1907 (New Directionsin Native
American Studies Series) without we recognize teach the one who reading through it become critical in
thinking and analyzing. Don't be worry Serving the Nation: Cherokee Sovereignty and Social Welfare, 1800-
1907 (New Directions in Native American Studies Series) can bring any time you are and not make your
carrier space or bookshelves grow to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even cellphone.
This Serving the Nation: Cherokee Sovereignty and Social Welfare, 1800-1907 (New Directionsin Native
American Studies Series) having great arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not truly feel
uninterested in reading.

Adam Allen:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the headline Serving the
Nation: Cherokee Sovereignty and Social Welfare, 1800-1907 (New Directionsin Native American Studies
Series) suitable to you? The actual book was written by well-known writer in this era. The actual book
untitled Serving the Nation: Cherokee Sovereignty and Social Welfare, 1800-1907 (New Directionsin
Native American Studies Series)is the main of several books which everyone read now. This particular book
wasinspired alot of peoplein the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new age that you ever
know previous to. The author explained their thought in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to
recognise the core of thisreserve. This book will give you alots of information about thisworld now. In
order to see the represented of the world on this book.



Susan Negri:

Areyou kind of stressful person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all this time you only find reserve that
need more time to be learn. Serving the Nation: Cherokee Sovereignty and Social Welfare, 1800-1907 (New
Directions in Native American Studies Series) can be your answer because it can be read by a person who
have those short time problems.
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