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Well before the creation of the United States, the Cherokee people administered their own social policy—a
form of what today might be called social welfare—based on matrilineal descent, egalitarian relations,
kinship obligations, and communal landholding. The ethic of gadugi, or work coordinated for the social
good, was at the heart of this system. Serving the Nation explores the role of such traditions in shaping the
alternative social welfare system of the Cherokee Nation, as well as their influence on the U.S. government’s
social policies.

Faced with removal and civil war in the early and mid-nineteenth century, the Cherokee Nation asserted its
right to build institutions administered by Cherokee people, both as an affirmation of their national
sovereignty and as a community imperative. The Cherokee Nation protected and defended key features of its
traditional social service policy, extended social welfare protections to those deemed Cherokee according to
citizenship laws, and modified its policies over time to continue fulfilling its people's expectations. Julie L.
Reed examines these policies alongside public health concerns, medical practices, and legislation defining
care and education for orphans, the mentally ill, the differently abled, the incarcerated, the sick, and the poor.

Changing federal and state policies and practices exacerbated divisions based on class, language, and
education, and challenged the ability of Cherokees individually and collectively to meet the social welfare
needs of their kin and communities. The Cherokee response led to more centralized national government
solutions for upholding social welfare and justice, as well as to the continuation of older cultural norms.

Offering insights gleaned from reconsidered and overlooked historical sources, this book enhances our
understanding of the history and workings of social welfare policy and services, not only in the Cherokee
Nation but also in the United States.

Serving the Nation is published in cooperation with the William P. Clements Center for Southwest Studies,
Southern Methodist University.
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From reader reviews:

Tessie Springfield:

Typically the book Serving the Nation: Cherokee Sovereignty and Social Welfare, 1800–1907 (New
Directions in Native American Studies series) will bring that you the new experience of reading a book. The
author style to describe the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to learn, this book very
suitable to you. The book Serving the Nation: Cherokee Sovereignty and Social Welfare, 1800–1907 (New
Directions in Native American Studies series) is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get
the e-book from your official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Kelly Gomes:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Serving the Nation: Cherokee Sovereignty and
Social Welfare, 1800–1907 (New Directions in Native American Studies series), you may enjoy both. It is
fine combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh seriously its mind
hangout folks. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Robert Knight:

Beside this Serving the Nation: Cherokee Sovereignty and Social Welfare, 1800–1907 (New Directions in
Native American Studies series) in your phone, it might give you a way to get more close to the new
knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh in the oven so don't
become worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Serving
the Nation: Cherokee Sovereignty and Social Welfare, 1800–1907 (New Directions in Native American
Studies series) because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you occasionally have
book but you do not get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this in the
hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still
want to miss the item? Find this book and read it from currently!

Effie Steger:

This Serving the Nation: Cherokee Sovereignty and Social Welfare, 1800–1907 (New Directions in Native
American Studies series) is brand-new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information
because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or you
who still having bit of digest in reading this Serving the Nation: Cherokee Sovereignty and Social Welfare,
1800–1907 (New Directions in Native American Studies series) can be the light food for yourself because
the information inside this particular book is easy to get through anyone. These books develop itself in the
form that is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in reserve



form make them feel tired even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is no in reading a reserve especially
this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss the idea! Just
read this e-book kind for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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