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In August 1943, to meet in secret with Major General Julian C. Smith and his principal staff officers of the
2d Marine Division, Vice Admiral Raymond A. Spruance, commanding the Central Pacific Force, flew to
New Zealand from Pearl Harbor. Spruance told the Marines to prepare for an amphibious assault against
Japanese positions in the Gilbert Islands in November.
The Marines knew about the Gilberts. The 2d Raider Battalion under Lieutenant Colonel Evans F. Carlson
had attacked Makin Atoll a year earlier. Subsequent intelligence reports warned that the Japanese had
fortified Betio Island in Tarawa Atoll, where elite forces guarded a new bomber strip. Spruance said Betio
would be the prime target for the 2d Marine Division.
General Smith’s operations officer, Lieutenant Colonel David M. Shoup, studied the primitive chart of Betio
and saw that the tiny island was surrounded by a barrier reef. Shoup asked Spruance if any of the Navy’s
experimental, shallow-draft, plastic boats could be provided. “Not available,” replied the admiral, “expect
only the usual wooden landing craft.” Shoup frowned. General Smith could sense that Shoup’s gifted mind
was already formulating a plan.
The results of that plan were momentous. The Tarawa operation became a tactical watershed: the first, large-
scale test of American amphibious doctrine against a strongly fortified beachhead. The Marine assault on
Betio was particularly bloody. Ten days after the assault, Time magazine published the first of many post-
battle analyses:
Last week some 2,000 or 3,000 United States Marines, most of them now dead or wounded, gave the nation
a name to stand beside those of Concord Bridge, the Bon Homme Richard, the Alamo, Little Big Horn and
Belleau Wood. The name was “Tarawa.”
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Richard:

This Across the Reef: The Marine Assault of Tarawa book is just not ordinary book, you have it then the
world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book will be information inside this e-book
incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will
get. That Across the Reef: The Marine Assault of Tarawa without we comprehend teach the one who reading
it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Across the Reef: The Marine
Assault of Tarawa can bring if you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' grow to be full because
you can have it within your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Across the Reef: The Marine Assault of
Tarawa having fine arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Richard Capps:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of a number of ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to imagine the story
how the character types do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to others. When you read this
Across the Reef: The Marine Assault of Tarawa, you can tells your family, friends in addition to soon about
yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a publication.

Richard Broderick:

This Across the Reef: The Marine Assault of Tarawa is great e-book for you because the content which is
full of information for you who else always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute.
This particular book reveal it data accurately using great coordinate word or we can state no rambling
sentences inside it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it
only will give you straight forward sentences but tough core information with attractive delivering sentences.
Having Across the Reef: The Marine Assault of Tarawa in your hand like keeping the world in your arm,
info in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no publication that offer you world inside ten or fifteen
tiny right but this publication already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. busy do
you still doubt that?

Joseph Mack:

You may spend your free time to study this book this guide. This Across the Reef: The Marine Assault of
Tarawa is simple bringing you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not include
much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you much
easier to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you



will get when one buys this book.
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