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It was all part of man's greatest adventure--landing men on the Moon and sending a rover to Mars, finally
seeing the edge of the universe and the birth of stars, and launching planetary explorers across the solar
system to Neptune and beyond.
        
The ancient dream of breaking gravity's hold and taking to space became a reality only because of the intense
cold-war rivalry between the superpowers, with towering geniuses like Wernher von Braun and Sergei
Korolyov shelving dreams of space travel and instead developing rockets for ballistic missiles and space
spectaculars. Now that Russian archives are open and thousands of formerly top-secret U.S. documents are
declassified, an often startling new picture of the space age emerges:

the frantic effort by the Soviet Union to beat the United States to the Moon was doomed from the beginning
by gross inefficiency and by infighting so treacherous that Winston Churchill likened it to "dogs fighting
under a carpet";

there was more than science behind the United States' suggestion that satellites be launched during the
International Geophysical Year, and in one crucial respect, Sputnik was a godsend to Washington;

the hundred-odd German V-2s that provided the vital start to the U.S. missile and space programs legally
belonged to the Soviet Union and were spirited to the United States in a derring-do operation worthy of a spy
thriller;

despite NASA's claim that it was a civilian agency, it had an intimate relationship with the military at the
outset and still does--a distinction the Soviet Union never pretended to make;

constant efforts to portray astronauts and cosmonauts as "Boy Scouts" were often contradicted by reality;

the Apollo missions to the Moon may have been an unexcelled political triumph and feat of exploration, but
they also created a headache for the space agency that lingers to this day.

        
This New Ocean is based on 175 interviews with Russian and American scientists and engineers; on
archival documents, including formerly top-secret National Intelligence Estimates and spy satellite pictures;
and on nearly three decades of reporting. The impressive result is this fascinating story--the first
comprehensive account--of the space age. Here are the strategists and war planners; engineers and scientists;
politicians and industrialists; astronauts and cosmonauts; science fiction writers and journalists; and plain,
ordinary, unabashed dreamers who wanted to transcend gravity's shackles for the ultimate ride. The story is
written from the perspective of a witness who was present at the beginning and who has seen the conclusion
of the first space age and the start of the second.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Vasquez:

The book This New Ocean : The Story of the First Space Age give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your
spare time. You should use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to be your best
friend when you getting strain or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make reading a
book This New Ocean : The Story of the First Space Age for being your habit, you can get more advantages,
like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You can know
everything if you like wide open and read a book This New Ocean : The Story of the First Space Age. Kinds
of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think
about this reserve?

Delores Moretti:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to a
person is you don't know what one you should start with. This This New Ocean : The Story of the First
Space Age is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you
want and want in this era.

Frank Moore:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information presently can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is inside the former life are challenging be find than now's
taking seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you
have the unstable resource then you buy it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you.
All of those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take This New Ocean : The Story of the First
Space Age as your daily resource information.

Travis Mahon:

The actual book This New Ocean : The Story of the First Space Age has a lot of information on it. So when
you check out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was published by the very famous author.
The writer makes some research ahead of write this book. That book very easy to read you may get the point
easily after perusing this book.
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