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Like Hitler' s“Mein Kampf,” Kramer and Sprenger’s “Malleus Maleficarum” is a book that is read for
historical importance rather than enjoyment. As such it should form a part of every thinking person's library
as awarning beacon, if for no other reason that it is a seminal textbook on the inhumanity of humanity. First
written in 1484 (and reprinted endlessly), “Malleus Maleficarum” was immediately given the imprimatur of
the Holy See as the most important work on witchcraft, to date. And so it remains—a compendium of
fifteenth century paranoia, all the more frightening for its totalitarian modernity. ("Anything that is done for
the benefit of the State is Good.") In form, it isa"how to" guide on recognizing, capturing, torturing, and
executing witches. In substance, it is a diatribe against women, heretics, independent thinkers, romantic
lovers, the sensitive passions, human sexuality, and compassion. In writing the Malleus, Kramer and
Sprenger claimed to be doing "God's work™ These men, and those who followed them worshiped only their
own arrogance. Read it and be afraid! Forming a portion of every working law library for 300 years, thereis
no estimate of how many women and men were put to death through the mechanism of this book. Some
historians estimate that the numbers may run into the millions. The text isrife with "case law" examples of
witchcraft, some of which are clearly delusional and some downright silly, or would be, if they hadn't ended
in gruesome deaths for the accused. Take the case of the poor woman who was burned for offering the
opinion that "it might rain today" shortly before it did. Of note are Kramer and Spenger's assertions that
prosecutors are (conveniently) "immune" to witchcraft, and their instructions to Judgesto tell the truth to the
witch that there will be mercy shown (with the mental reservation that death is amercy to those prisoner to
the devil). Such twisted logic is the cornerstone of the Malleus. The trandator, Rev. Montague Summers,
waxes rhapsodic on the "learning” and "wisdom™ of the authors of the Malleus. He was apparently of a mind
with Kramer and Spenger, and wrote two embarrassingly effusive and bigoted introductions (in 1928 and
1946), praising the "brillance" of thiswork and itsimportancein this "feministic" era. Summers commentary
is as frightening as anything Kramer and Sprenger wrote in the text proper, the more so for being 20th
century, and particularly post-World War Two. Like the Papal Bull of VI1I which is now considered integral
with the Malleus, future commentators will make much of the statements of Summers, a"modern” man. Asa
licenseto kill, the “Malleus Maleficarum” was used too often and far too freely. Kramer and Sprenger’s
madness did not die with them—though millions have died because of the madness presented in this book.
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From reader reviews:
Kevin Nixon:

This The Malleus Maeficarum of Heinrich Kramer and James Sprenger tend to be reliable for you who want
to be described as a successful person, why. The main reason of this The Malleus Ma eficarum of Heinrich
Kramer and James Sprenger can be among the great books you must have will be giving you more than just
simple reading through food but feed anyone with information that perhaps will shock your earlier
knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions
throughout the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this The Malleus Maleficarum of Heinrich Kramer
and James Sprenger forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you
tryout of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day task. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

ClydeHarlan:

The guide untitled The Malleus Maleficarum of Heinrich Kramer and James Sprenger is the reserve that
recommended to you to see. Y ou can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you actually.
The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was did alot
of research when write the book, and so the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You
also will get the e-book of The Malleus Maleficarum of Heinrich Kramer and James Sprenger from the
publisher to make you alot more enjoy freetime.

Domingo Adams:

Isit anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Malleus Mal eficarum of Heinrich Kramer and
James Sprenger can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. Y ou are and so out of date,
spending your free time by reading in this fresh erais common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have
than the others?

Mar gar et Babin:

Publication is one of source of knowledge. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year for you to year. As we know those ebooks
have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can aso bring us to around the world.
Through the book The Malleus Maleficarum of Heinrich Kramer and James Sprenger we can acquire more
advantage. Don't you to be creative people? For being creative person must like to read a book. Only choose
the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with this book The Malleus
Maleficarum of Heinrich Kramer and James Sprenger. Y ou can more inviting than now.
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