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Most studies of Chinese literature conflate the category of the future with notions of progress and nation
building, and with the utopian visions broadcast by the Maoist and post-Mao developmental state. The future
is thus understood as a preconceived endpoint that is propagated, at times even imposed, by a center of
power. By contrast, Tales of Futures Past introduces "anticipation"—the expectations that permeate life as it
unfolds—as a lens through which to reexamine the textual, institutional, and experiential aspects of Chinese
literary culture from the 1950s to 2011. In doing so, Paola Iovene connects the emergence of new literary
genres with changing visions of the future in contemporary China.

This book provides a nuanced and dynamic account of the relationship between state discourses, market
pressures, and individual writers and texts. It stresses authors' and editors' efforts to redefine what constitutes
literature under changing political and economic circumstances. Engaging with questions of translation,
temporality, formation of genres, and stylistic change, Iovene mines Chinese science fiction and popular
science, puts forward a new interpretation of familiar Chinese avant-garde fiction, and offers close readings
of texts that have not yet received any attention in English-language scholarship. Far-ranging in its
chronological scope and impressive in its interdisciplinary approach, this book rethinks the legacies of
socialism in postsocialist Chinese literary modernity.
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From reader reviews:

Muriel Carpenter:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a information or any news even a problem. What people must be consider when
those information which is inside the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one is appropriate to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you understand it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take Tales of Futures Past: Anticipation and the Ends of
Literature in Contemporary China as the daily resource information.

Marlin Peterson:

The actual book Tales of Futures Past: Anticipation and the Ends of Literature in Contemporary China has a
lot associated with on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was compiled by
the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research prior to write this book. This book very easy to read
you can obtain the point easily after looking over this book.

Sherry Holsey:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Tales of Futures Past: Anticipation
and the Ends of Literature in Contemporary China book written by well-known writer we are excited for well
how to make book which might be understand by anyone who read the book. Written in good manner for
you, still dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you
still skepticism Tales of Futures Past: Anticipation and the Ends of Literature in Contemporary China as
good book not only by the cover but also by content. This is one publication that can break don't evaluate
book by its cover, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your
reading through sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Corey Watts:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside using friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, ya think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It
alright you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Tales of Futures
Past: Anticipation and the Ends of Literature in Contemporary China which is finding the e-book version. So
, try out this book? Let's notice.
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