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In his eye-opening new book, author Fumon Tanaka uses the life and accomplishments of sword master
Miyamoto Musashi to look at the history of swords and sword fighting, and to discuss their role in Japanese
history and in the development of traditional Japanese martial arts systems.

The book opens with an introduction to Musashi as a real-life figure, not just the legend we've come to
know. Musashi was born in 1584, a time of transition in Japan that saw centuries of violence and war give
way to an era of peace. In his early years, Musashi studied kenjutsu (the technique of the sword) and trained
as a warrior. Before he turned thirty, he had fought and won sixty-six duels, proving himself a truly gifted
swordsman. When he was in his thirties, however, warriors were no longer called upon to do battle, and
many, like Musashi, turned to the inner secrets and theories of kenjutsu as a way to find a deeper meaning to
life. He became a first-class painter and wrote Zen poetry. By 1629, he had gone back to his ronin
(masterless warrior) ways, and opened a kenjutsu dojo, where he taught two-sword fighting, the technique he
perfected although didn't invent, as is widely believed. In 1643, when he was sixty years old, Musashi wrote
his classic work, The Book of Five Rings.

In the second chapter of the book, Tanaka introduces Musashi's major rivals, while the last two chapters go
into great detail about the various traditional martial arts systems including the development and
characteristics of each, as well as the techniques themselves.

The long history of Japan is also the history of the martial arts, which evolved from swordsmanship. And
since the mental, spiritual, and physical aspects are inseparable, an exploration of traditional martial arts is
also a look at the very essence of Japanese culture.
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From reader reviews:

Armando Ceballos:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled Sword
Techniques of Musashi and the Other Samurai Masters? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You realize
beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with it
is opinion or you have additional opinion?

Bert Gomes:

Precisely why? Because this Sword Techniques of Musashi and the Other Samurai Masters is an unordinary
book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap this but latter it will jolt you with the secret the idea
inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who have write the book in such incredible way
makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning
thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it.
This unique book will give you a lot of gains than the other book get such as help improving your ability and
your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I had been you I will go to the
book store hurriedly.

Richard Haley:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Sword Techniques of Musashi and the
Other Samurai Masters e-book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that
could be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping
wet every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still uncertainty
Sword Techniques of Musashi and the Other Samurai Masters as good book not just by the cover but also
from the content. This is one e-book that can break don't evaluate book by its include, so do you still needing
an additional sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already alerted
you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Lindsay Washington:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book but in addition novel and Sword Techniques of Musashi and the Other
Samurai Masters as well as others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly
great a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher as well as students
especially. Those guides are helping them to bring their knowledge. In different case, beside science guide,
any other book likes Sword Techniques of Musashi and the Other Samurai Masters to make your spare time



much more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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