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In this intriguing study, Michael Heazle examines how International Whaling Commission (IWC) policy
dramatically shifted from furthering the interests of whaling nations to eventually banning all commercial
whaling. Focusing on the internal workings of a single organization, Heazle explores the impact of political
and economic imperatives on the production and interpretation of scientific research and advice.

Central to his work are the epistemological problems encountered in the production of “truth.” Science does
not produce incontestable facts that can be expected to lead to consensus decisions; rather, the problematic
nature of knowledge itself allows for various interpretations of data depending on the interests of those at the
table. It is precisely the nature of scientific knowledge, Heazle argues, that has made uncertainty a tool in
service of political objectives. When scientific advice to whaling nations could not with absolute certainty
declare whaling practices a threat to stocks, those IWC members with substantial investments of political and
economic capital used this uncertainty to reject a reduction in quotas. As perceptions of whaling changed -
with the collapse of Antarctic whaling stocks, further diminishing economic returns, and public opinion
turning against commercial whaling -- uncertainty switched sides. Nonwhaling members in the IWC, a
majority by the late 1970s, claimed that because scientific data could not prove that commercial whaling was
sustainable, hunting should stop. Uncertainty was used to protect the resource rather than the industry.

That science cannot be an impartial determinant in policy-making decisions does not render it useless. But
Heazle’s analysis does suggest that without understanding the role of scientific uncertainty - and the political
purposes for which it is used - international cooperation on wildlife management and broader issues will
continue to become bogged down in arguments over whose science is correct.
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From reader reviews:

Angela Dickens:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read a
book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day long to reading a
book. The book Scientific Uncertainty and the Politics of Whaling it is quite good to read. There are a lot of
people who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough
space to develop this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from a
smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book provides high quality.

Rosemarie Cleveland:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book mainly book entitled Scientific
Uncertainty and the Politics of Whaling your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
each aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging each and every word
written in a e-book then become one form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get prior to.
The Scientific Uncertainty and the Politics of Whaling giving you one more experience more than blown
away your thoughts but also giving you useful facts for your better life in this era. So now let us explain to
you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished studying it,
like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Caleb Jones:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book
like comic, brief story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting Scientific Uncertainty and the
Politics of Whaling that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading
addiction all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world much better then how
they react towards the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky
individual but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all of you who want to start
looking at as your good habit, you could pick Scientific Uncertainty and the Politics of Whaling become
your own personal starter.

Mary Benoit:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and Scientific Uncertainty and the Politics of Whaling
or others sources were given information for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel would like
to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those
publications are helping them to include their knowledge. In some other case, beside science reserve, any



other book likes Scientific Uncertainty and the Politics of Whaling to make your spare time more colorful.
Many types of book like this one.
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