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The fourth century saw a flowering of ascetic life in Mesopotamia under pioneers who coupled the ancient
missionary-ascetic traditions of the Syriac speaking churches with more radical forms of withdrawal and
seclusion. The life of one such pioneer, Abraham of Qidun (d. 367), illustrates both this transition and the
powerful effect of such radical pursuit of holiness on the life and traditions of the churches. He was felt to be
a "heavenly merchant" whose business was not in earthly wares, but in the very glory of heaven. His life
inspired St. Ephrem the Syrian to compose a cycle of liturgical poetry in his praise - an icon in words,
subsequently embellished and expanded by multiple imitators known to us now only as pseudo-Ephrem.

This monograph offers the first in-depth study of the madrasha cycle of 15 poems in praise of Abraham, with
special attention to the intersection of rhetorical and poetic technique with changing ideals of holiness and
ascetic practice. It looks closely at these works disputed authenticity, their lexicon, verbal devices, and
structure, to open a new window on the fascinating environment, discourse, and thought of early Syriac
asceticism in the late fourth and early fifth centuries. A complete English translation of the cycle appears in
the appendix.
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From reader reviews:

Maria Gomez:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading
practice give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside
the book that improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of guide
you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want truly feel happy read
one using theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual Icons of the Heavenly Merchant is
kind of publication which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Mark Sawyers:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, brief story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not striving Icons of the Heavenly
Merchant that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading
practice all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world considerably better then
how they react towards the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky
individual but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all of you who want to start
looking at as your good habit, you may pick Icons of the Heavenly Merchant become your own personal
starter.

Donald Hidalgo:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your limited time to read it because this time you only find reserve that need more time to be go
through. Icons of the Heavenly Merchant can be your answer given it can be read by anyone who have those
short free time problems.

Francisco Morgan:

You can spend your free time to study this book this guide. This Icons of the Heavenly Merchant is simple to
deliver you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not include much space to
bring the actual printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can
save often the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this
book.
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