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On April 22, 1969 -- three months before Neil Armstrong's walk on the Moon -- the world watched as a
small sailboat came ashore at Falmouth, England, completing a voyage of astonishing courage and
endurance that would forever alter our ongoing adventure with the sea. Ten months earlier, nine very
different men had set off in small and ill-equipped boats, determined to do the impossible: sail around the
world alone and without stopping, to win the race dubbed the Golden Globe. Only one of the nine would
cross the finish line -- to fame, wealth, and glory. For the others, the rewards would be despair, madness, and
death.

The men were inspired by Sir Francis Chichester, who had become a national hero in Britain for stopping
only once (in Australia) while sailing alone around the world. Suddenly what had seemed impossible-to
circumnavigate the world alone and nonstop -- now appeared within reach. For nine driven men -- among
them Robin Knox-Johnston, a young Merchant Marine captain; Bernard Moitessier, a French mystic; Donald
Crowhurst, a brilliant, troubled electrical engineer; and Chay Blyth, an Army sergeant who had rowed across
the Atlantic in 1966 but did not know how to saila gauntlet had been thrown down, a challenge they found
themselves overwhelmingly and inexplicably compelled to accept.

Though the Golden Globe race was the progenitor of (and inspiration for) the Vendee Globe and the Race of
the Millennium, its participants had more in common with Captain Cook and Ferdinand Magellan than with
today's high-tech sailor. There was no satellite navigational system, no onboard computer, no cell phone or
fax line connecting them to the world beyond -- or to possible rescuers. They survived on their wits and
ingenuity, navigating by sextant, sun, and stars. Their most sophisticated technology -- when it worked --
was a radio.

A Voyage for Madmen is a remarkable story of individuals against the sea, of men driven by their dreams and
demons to live for months on end in a cabin roughly the size of a Volkswagen. To succeed they must endure
the harshest of weather; stave off unimaginable loneliness in the forbidding Southern Ocean; navigate
unassisted through the world's most treacherous waters off the Cape of Good Hope and Cape Horn; and, time
and again, face -- alone -- those fateful moments when a single decision could mean the difference between
life and death.

With a novelist's eye for detail and a seaman's knowledge of the joys and perils of blue water, Peter Nichols
has crafted a classic tale of endurance and adventure -- a fitting chronicle of how these obsessed sailors, "in
their puny and inadequate boats, undertook the last great maritime feat...and how, one by one, the sea cut
them down."
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From reader reviews:

Ann Gross:

This A Voyage For Madmen book is simply not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands.
The benefit you obtain by reading this book is actually information inside this publication incredible fresh,
you will get facts which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. This particular
A Voyage For Madmen without we realize teach the one who examining it become critical in contemplating
and analyzing. Don't be worry A Voyage For Madmen can bring when you are and not make your carrier
space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even telephone. This A
Voyage For Madmen having good arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not feel
uninterested in reading.

Richard Slawson:

The book with title A Voyage For Madmen has lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of
advantage after read this book. That book exist new understanding the information that exist in this reserve
represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement
of the world. This book will bring you with new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on your own
smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Patrick Cartwright:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this A Voyage For Madmen guide written by
well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who have read
the book. Written throughout good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and producing skill only
for eliminate your own hunger then you still doubt A Voyage For Madmen as good book not simply by the
cover but also through the content. This is one publication that can break don't determine book by its deal
with, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your looking at sixth
sense already said so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Katherine Clark:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this time you only find guide that need
more time to be examine. A Voyage For Madmen can be your answer because it can be read by you who
have those short time problems.
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